The effect of sodium hyaluronate and sodium chondroitin sulfate on the coagulation system in vitro.
Healon (sodium hyaluronate) and sodium chondroitin sulfate (CDS) are injected in the ocular cavities in a variety of operations, mainly intraocular lens (IOL) implantation. Both Healon and CDS are structurally similar to heparin. We found that like heparin CDS has an inhibiting action on blood coagulation in vitro. The inhibiting activity is of the antithrombin type. Healon does not possess anticoagulant activity. Since the anticoagulant effect of sodium chondroitin sulfate is observable at concentrations likely to occur in vivo the substance may impair ocular hemostasis.